BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Sertice yw 317 West 4th Street 


October 15, 1956 
JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Ylla & Gregor, Arthur Harper 
Paper over board; $2.50 


THE LITTLE ELEPHANT Library ed. $3.25 


Two Little Bears, The Duck and other picture stories by the famed animal 
photographer Ylla, who was killed last year, set the pattern for this, which is as 
engaging and entertaining as the others. A baby Indian elephant, Japu, dreams of being 
in a parade with his mother and father, and, inspired by his ambitions, plays vigor- 
ously with his young friends in the river. When the parade is at last ready, Japu is 
chosen to lead it. The photographs capitalize on humorous animal movements as well as 
festivity preparations and quite thoroughly endear their subjects to the reader. Weak 
stitching trade edition. (10/17.LC:56-8140) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Longstreth, Joseph Abelard-Schuman 
LITTLE BIG FEATHER Cloth; $2.50 


The moral, clothed in an aptly written story and set among wigwams, braves 
and squaws, underscores the virtue of finishing a job properly rather than trying to 
show off. First Little Feather, who wants to earn the right to wear a big one, climbs 
the tallest tree, swims the widest river, only to have to be rescued from his endea- 
vours. Not until a fire starts, and Little Feather uses his head to warn the tribe, 
does he become Big Little Feather. Colored pictures by Helen Borton are cleverly de- 
signed to suggest tribal life and the more basic aspects of Little Feather's doings. 
(10/19 .LC:56-13035 ) 


Fry, Rosalie K. Dodd, Mead 
DEEP IN THE FOREST Cloth; $2.50 


A wee story about wee people by this British author-artist (see Cinderella’s 
Mouse and The Wind Call) centers its small circle of events around Katinka, a woods- 
man's daughter, and her shy friend Jokle, a bear cub. At just about the same time, 
they find a hut that had belonged to a dwarf, but in making it into her own play 
home, Katinka frightens Jokle away. Through coaxing she makes him into a friend and 
a pet to take care of (like a baby, which should satisfy young longings in that 
direction), and they spend a happy Christmas together. Uneventful but not without its 
appeal for the mothering instinct. Tiny pictures in both black and white and color.(Publ.) 


Slobodkin, Louis Macmillan 
Paper over boards; $2.25 


THE LITTLE MERMAID WHO COULD NOT SING Cloth edition; $2.75 


Another twist of Mr. Slobodkin's imagination compasses the gap between fantasy 
and reality and back again as Cynthia, the little mermaid who could not sing, becomes 
a natural fog warning for errant sailors. Though the sailors do not believe in mermaids 
nor the mermaids in sailors, Cynthia's singing teacher at the Blue Rocks school has her 
foggy-voiced pupil sing the school song every time the weather is bad. The sailors, 
whenever they hear the hoarse noise, give the area a wide berth. Watery colored pictures 
by the author show the maids, pretty and prim with their little tails flipping about in 
the sea scapes. Weak stitching in trade edition. (10/19.LC:56-10629) 
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Carmichael, William McKay 
AN ABC OF QUEER FISH Cloth; $2.50 


A good idea, cleverly followed up, produces a new alphabet book containing twenty a 
six surprising facts about fish of the older variety. With the author's caricature of a 
fish on each page go funny rhymes expressing that particular fish's most salient characte- 
ristic: "Through Icefish in the China Sea,/The light of day comes glowing./ Think how 
horrid it would be/ To have your insides showing!" And for X there's an X-ample fish, dia- 
grammed to show the parts basic to all fish. A perfect book to create and further interest 
at the youngest age level. Weak stitching. (Publ. LC:56-8600) 


Becker, John Pantheon 
NEW FEATHERS FOR THE OLD GOOSE Cloth; $3.00 


* Reading these reminds one of nursery fare from Mother Goose to A. A. Milne yet 
the Becker verses have a modernity and a sense of oddments and rhythms that put them in 
their own privileged niche. You will like the ballad about young Jim Withers who took his 
martingale to sea- in traditional quatrain form; "Things to Learn About” is a different 
sort of poem as it tells about white being black at night and times when mine is thine and 
other important matters. Winding up the collection is a long narrative about seven little 
rabbits "Walkin' down the road/To call on old friend toad." These and others afford many 
pleasantries and ticklings for young imaginations and especially for the slightly older ones 
who will be reading it aloud. Soft water colors by Virginia Campbell have the flat sophis- 
tication and stiffness that suggests Matisse. Weak stitching. (Publ. LC:56-10420) 


Brown, Margaret Wise Young Scott 
DAVID'S LITTLE INDIAN Plastic cloth; $2.50 


* The publishers note that this is the last of Margaret Wise Brown's scripts in 
their hands. Even if it were the only one she had ever done we would be the richer for 
having read it and studied the accompanying and sensitively attuned colored pictures by a 
Remy Charlip. It is a successful expression of that elusive art of living each day and 
enjoying it to the utmost. To children it will be a story as warm as a hearthside and to 
adults, a measure of the success with which they have followed the principle of the little 
Indian, whose name was Carpe Diem. Firmly side sewn. (Publ. LC:56-10691) 


Jagendorf, M. A.- Ed. Vanguard 
THE PRICELESS CATS And Other Italian Folk Tales $3.00 





* M. A. Jagendorf has shown his skill as a collector of folk lore in such volumes as 
New England Bean Pot and The Gypsies’ Fiddle. This new collection of Italian tales presents 
material that is little known here and does it very attractively. There are a lot of stories, 
ranging the length of boot in locale from Sicily to the Alps and in theme from religious 
miracles to legends of local characters. The title story is of two merchants of Venice, one 
good, the other bad. In the days of the spice trade the good Giovanni delivers an eastern 
city of its rat plague with a gift of two cats and receives a world of riches; the jealous 
Cesare, returning to the same spot, is given a pair of kittens as the most valuable thing 
the sultan can offer. Then there is the joke Domenico di Pace, an actual painter in Siena, 
played on his master as a youth. These and many others make a varied and entertaining col- 
lection. Prints by Gioia Fiamenghi show fine craftmanship. (10/26.LC:56-12039) 


Clark, Ann Nolan Viking 
THIRD MONKEY : Cloth; $2.50 


The last of triplets, Third Monkey proves to be an unheard of phenomenon in his 
South American forest and, for a time, an unwanted one. But he is smart and "in-de-pen- 
dent". Because his people badger him, he decides not to be like a monkey, to be different; 
and goes adventuring to find out what other creatures are like. When they treat him like 
a monkey, that is almost the last straw, but then, at a meeting of monkeys, Third's case is 
examined by his elders and because of his wisdom, independence and extreme monkeyness he is 
chosen their new leader. A worthy truth, made humorous by Miss Clark and illustrated with 
lusciously colored pictures by Don Freeman. Good stitching. (Publ.) 
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Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SCARY THING Cloth; $2.00 


---turns out to be a calf, but not before the cat, the chicken and Little 
Joe have been frightened into flight away from the bushes where it has been resting. 
When the cow, whose "secret" was her new calf, explains everything, the calf makes 
a@ good playmate too. The author's black and white pictures, well rounded in their 
attempt to be cute, have only a partial success in this direction. Weak stitching. 
(Publ. LC:56-9597) 


Tolboom, Wanda Neill Sterling 
LITTLE ESKIMO HUNTER $2.75 


Wanda Tolboom's other books about the Eskimos have included a story, The 
Shining Bird and an introductory survey, People of the Snow, for "Challenge Books" 
(Coward-McCann). This too is based on personal knowledge and shares the sympathy and 
understanding of the others in a story well suited to beginning readers. Sala is nine 
and still a child but both he and his father are anxious that he begin the life of a 
hunter and for the following spring a new rifle is promised for partridge hunting. 
But during the winter Sala's grandfather carves him an ivory charm with which the boy 
plays as a child would, and earns his father's disrespect for doing so. On the spring 
trip to the trading post, Sala is reluctantly taken along. But after a hard journey, 
he proves his worth, for the charm helps to make up the necessary barter for all the 
goods they need and the rifle too. The picture of Eskimo life is a good one here. 
Handsome wash drawings by Torson Gide. (10/10.LC:56-11144 ) 


Bannon, Laura 


REPRINTS, NEW EDITIONS AND INEXPENSIVE BOOKS 


Austin, Margot Dutton 
MARGOT AUSTIN'S PETER CHURCHMOUSE STORIES $3.50 


With the author's illustrations, this includes five of her stories- Peter 
Churchmouse, Gabriel Churchkitten, Trumpet, The Three Silly Kittens and Gabriel 
Churchkitten and the Moths. For her fans old and new, a nice Christmas collection.(Publ.) 


Reissues and Revisions Lippincott 
Publ. 


Floherty, John J.- AVIATION FROM THE GROUND UP and THE TELEVISION STORY- Both 
revised editions which, with photographs, bring material up to date for the ever expanding | 
audience. ea. $3.00. o 


Turner, Nancy Byrd-WHEN IT RAINED CATS AND DOGS-A reissue of the poem, with 
illustrations by Tibor Gergely. Cloth bound, side sewn. $2.00 


Young, William P. & Gardner,Horace J.- GAMES AND STUNTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS- 
Revised edition. $2.50. 


Tenggren, Gustav 2 Little, Brown 
THE TENGGREN MOTHER GOOSE $3.50 
A reissue with illustrations by the author. (Publ.) 
Freeman, Mae & Ira , Random House 
FUN WITH SCIENCE $1.50 
A revised edition, illustrated with photographs. (Publ.) 
Ohanian, Phyllis Brown- compiled by Random House 
FAVORITE NURSERY SONGS Paper over board; $1.00 


A collection of some forty songs, all as familiar as Row, Row, Row Your Boat, 
Jack and Jill, ete. are reprinted here with the traditional musical arrangements for 
family or group singing. A new set of pictures by Marjorie Torrey include attractive 
full page spreads in color and soft pencil drawings reminiscent of the old fashioned 
Mother Goose style. Conveniently sized for piano stands. Weak stitching. (Publ .LC:M 


56-1004 ) 
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Golden Books- de luxe eds. Simon & Schuster 
Publ. 


Barnett, Lincoln-life’s THE WORLD WE LIVE IN- This edition of the series of & 
general scientific articles run in Life Magazine and later published in book form has been 
adapted for sight to elevens by Jane Werner Watson. The volume is attractively presented 
including as it does the enticing colored photographs and the general format of the ori- 
ginal edition. The abridged form too, makes interesting, enlightening reading as it keeps 
to Mr. Barnett's manner of expression. This, combined with the lower price and the come- 
on as a special edition for children, may help to get the material to a wider number of 
readers. But in the long run the original is more readable for any age where the interest 
exists. We'd recommend it wherever possible. Cloth spine; $4.95. 





Watson, Jane Werner-adapted by and Provenson, Alice & Martin- THE ILIAD and THE 
ODYSSEY- *The heroic story of the Trojan War and the fabulous adventures of Odysseus are 
retold with extraordinary fidelity to the pattern of story and the rhythm of the words. 
And a bloody tale it is - taking no heed of the emasculation too often accorded the ver- 
sions designed for today's young readers. In a brief introductory chapter the role of the 
gods and goddesses is made clear and Homer, the minstrel that excelled all others, is in- 
troduced as he was given the seat of honor in the king's court and bidden to tell the 
famous tales. The best known characters and episodes have been chosen, so that the story 
comes clear - a story that has stood the test of close to three thousand years. Perhaps it 
needs interpretation by an adult in the reading, but in final analysis, this will prove a 
rewarding experience. The Provensens have given it a stunningly dramatic setting, with ef- 
fective drawings in the classical tradition, superbly reproduced. Boards $3.95. Both 
books also available in Goldencraft Editions. 





Potter, Beatrix Frederick Warne 
THE ART OF BEATRIX POTTER $18.50 
The second edition of this volume comes with an appreciation by Anne Carroll % 
Moore. (Publ.) 
Huffard, Grace Thompson; Carlisle, Laura Mae Winston 
& Ferris, Helen MY POETRY BOOK $3.95 


Twenty more poems have been added to this revised edition. The illustrations are 
by Willy Pogany. (Publ.) 


World Junior Library World 
Publ. Fa. $1.00 
Cooper, Page- THUNDER- Illustrated by Edward Shenton. 


Dennis, Wesley- £d.-PALOMINO and Other Horses- Illustrated by the Editor. 


Lyttleton, Kay- JEAN CRAIG IN NEW YORK | 
JEAN CRAIG FINDS ROMANCE 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Ayers, James Sterling Abelard-Schuman 
CABOOSE ON THE ROOF ~ $2.50 


* A seriously toned story, geared to the early eight to eleven group rather than 
for reading aloud, as its format seems to indicate, this has a lot to offer as it tells 
of the quietly exciting relationship that develops between young Peter and old Mr. Johnson 
They meet one day up on the hill and through a mutual interest in the trains that run 
through their valley, friendship begins. As it turns out, Mr. Johnson is a retired postman 
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who had always wanted to be an engineer and now, when rheumatism sets in, he will not 
even be able to go outside to see his beloved trains any more. Peter's idea, of 
actually building a caboose into the roof of the Johnson's house- as a vantage point 
from which they can observe the valley- brings a happy solution to the problem. 

Ably handled geriatrics here as well as an endorsement of the kind of thing people 
ought to do when they feel inspired. Drawings by Bob Hodgell are appealingly direct. 
(10/19.LC:56-10387) 


Rooke, Daphne Houghton, Mifflin 
TWINS IN AUSTRALIA $2.00 


Reg and Connie Donovan, 12, have lived all their lives at Orano, their 
father's sheep ranch. As the holidays after their last term of Correspondence School 
begin, there seems little except boarding school in the future, but a visit from 
Uncle Ben, black sheep of the family, proves adventurous. He comes with a band of 
drovers whose cook, Nobby, makes friends with Connie and tells her of a man of a gold 
mine that he must deliver to a certain Mrs. Sleeman. The elements involved- Nobby's 
death and the clearing of his dog Rusty from a sheep killing charge, the recovery of 
the map from a man who had stolen it, the settling of Uncle Ben's unsettled amours- 
lend themselves to natural story telling. But the value here lies more in the life- 
like characterizations of Australians and their ranching, for the plot is an ordinary 
one that suggests little of the harsh naturalism of Daphne Rooke's Mittee and other 
South African novels. Atmospheric sketches by Gil Miret. (10/17.LC:56-8267) 


Govan, Christine Noble & West, Emmy Sterling 
THE MYSTERY AT THE SHUTTERED HOTEL $2.75 


A tense winter evening in a shut down summer resort hotel is spent by Ted 
and Mickey, Bitsy, Buzz and Jimmy of The Mystery at the Mountain Face and The 
Mystery at Shingle Rock. Out in the wagon to collect Christmas trees, the children 
are delayed getting home when their horse's ankle is sprained. But going to the 
hotel to see what they can find there brings further complications: prowlers are 
sighted and the caretaker is discovered unconscious. Narrow escapes, attempts to 
signal for help and to prevent the robbers' getaway follow before state troopers and 
anxious parents help complete their capture. Straight mystery without trimmings, this 
is good fare as easy reading for those of the 8 - 11 group that may need it. Trim 
drawings by Frederick T. Chapman. (10/10.LC:56-11302) 


Garnett, Eve Vanguard 
FURTHER ADVENTURES OF THE FAMILY FROM ONE END STREET $3.00 


* The Ruggles and their seven children (who were first introduced to American 
readers in The Family From One End Street) become real and delightful and infinitely 
understandable people under Miss Garnett's skillful direction of their doings. For 
her style has those utterly natural notes characteristic of the best juvenile writing 
and the kind of analysis which, as far as it goes, lays bare motives and emotions very 
entertainingly. It all starts with the measles this time. First Lily Rose gets them 
and is sent to hospital. Then down come Jo and Peg and the whole family is quarantined. 
On recovery, the Ruggles decide Jo and Peg would be better off with a sojourn in the 
country and 12 year old Kate,who is dying to go too, figures out a way whereby she ac- 
companies them rather than her mother, and the three enjoy a splendid six weeks at Mrs. 
Wildgoose's Dew Drop Inn in Kent. At home meanwhile, Mrs. Ruggles’ recreant brother 
Albert has turned over a new leaf and his coming marriage offers to Lily Rose the 
excitement of being a brides maid. There is an endless round of activity here, and 
in taking advantage of its more humorous aspects the author has written some excruci- 
atingly funny passages. Not to be missed. The author's ink drawings are fine charac- 
ter sketches too. (10/26. LC:56-12040) 
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Tor, Regina Coward-McCann 
GETTING TO KNOW CANADA $2.50 


Another general introductory survey by the author-illustrator of Getting to I 


Know Germany, Getting to Know Korea, etc., serves its purpose in brief form. Textual or- 
ganization might have been improved; one gets a hodge podge of impressions being whisked 
from west to east and back to the middle provinces and given smatterings of the history, 
industries, physical layout, and cultural background of each- seemingly in whatever order 
they happen to enter the author's mind first. There is the feeling too that the informa- 
tion has been jazzed up and romanticized in order to impress Canada's good points on the 
reader. But despite the drawbacks the facts are there and one gets the sweep of a vari- 
egated land. Picture spreads depict the regions and their activities. ( ‘Nites 

i} A4 
Brooks, Gwendolyn , Harper 
BRONZEVILLE BOYS AND GIRLS Cloth; $2.00 


These verses for children, by the author of two other volumes of poetry, Annie 
Allen and A Street in Bronzeville, contain the same delicacy of mood and wish that has 
characterized Gwendolyn Brooks' descriptions of the Negro in his city world. The setting 
is again Chicago and the technique one of closely rhymed verses embodying an imagery that 
often provokes a very direct sense of reality. The themes are children's concepts. Timmy 
and Tawanda love to plot and plan while their elders sit and chat; Robert is a boy who 
often has that well known feeling of seeing another person when he looks at himself in the 
mirror; Maurice feels fine about moving away until he realizes he can't take his friends 
with him. In all of these there is the attempt to reveal the basic elements of a good 
life in warm, human terms. The drawings by Ronnie Solbert are sensitive portrayals of 
Negro children in their surroundings. (10/17.LC:56-8125) 


Gidal, Sonia & Tim My Village Books- Pantheon 
MY VILLAGE IN AUSTRIA (LC:56-10422 ) 
MY VILLAGE IN INDIA (LC:56-10421) ea. $3.50 


* In a new series started by the Gidals, a writer-photographer team, these first 
two volumes should be compared with Peter Buckley's books Cesare of Italy, Luis of Spain, 
etc., published by Franklin Watts, as they are similar in content, purpose, and both pho- 
tographic and text quality. As in the Buckley books, the central character for each of 
these is a boy between eight and twelve and as he talks about his daily life we do get a 
fairly realistic child's eye view of his part of the world. On the whole the books combine 
friendliness with frank and graphic illustration, adventure with daily routine and the im- 
parting of social and historical information so as to make a reading experience that is 
excellent documentary. Dhan, the Indian boy, is perhaps nine or ten and his family is of 
the Vaisya caste. Written in the present tense, as if the boys were speaking, the stories 
of both Dhan and the Austrian boy, Seppi, tell us of such divergent customs as climbing 
for breakfast coconuts- and eating bran mush in the morning; of speaking to an Indian 
mother in a low, respectful voice- and of keeping silent during Austrian meals; of watching 
science at work in India's new drive for health- and of visiting the summer chalet. This 
is only a small sampling; both books contain valuable portraits of lives different from 
ours and this is enhanced by fine photographs that supplement and illustrate the text. 


Kiene, Julia Simon & Schuster 
THE STEP-BY-STEP COOK BOOK FOR GIRLS AND BOYS $2.95 


* This is the most nearly successful cook book for juniors that I have seen though 
there is one very fundamental weakness. The apparently insuperable hurdle beginning cooks 
face is that of timing so that the parts of a meal are ready in order and at the right 
time. This is ignored - and it is too much to expect third to sixth graders to go in for 
the mathematics of adding up the time indicated for each dish without some indoctrination. 
Aside from this- and a few inadequacies of definition at the right time and place, the book 
provides the know-how for a wide variety of staple dishes, basic foods, desserts, party 
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ideas and so on. Suggestions for procedure, definitions of terms, explanation of 
use precede the actual recipes. Each recipe gives first the list of ingredients in 
order of use; then with caption and explicit cartoon type drawing by William Sayles, 
the step by step procedure is given. In most of the recipes this is simple, direct, 
clear. Ina few (pastry is an example) it seems unduly complicated. Occasionally, 
this cook at least differs sharply with the instructions. But in the main, this is 
a very good book for beginners, one they can use on their own (once the integration 
of time is worked out with Mother). It should lead to interest in bigger and better 
culinary masterpieces. (Publ. LC:56- 12178) 


Weiss, Harvey Young Scott 
CLAY, WOOD AND WIRE $3.50 


* A book on sculpturing by an earnest and imaginative teacher of the art helps 
set a new standard in how-to-do-it books for youngsters by looking to the best in the 
field for its examples and closely allying it with the simple things one can make to 
begin with. Horses, lions, heads, figures and so forth-on to mobiles- these are the 
things in which Mr. Weiss instructs. Each section is laid out so as to give first some- 
thing of the idea of sculpturing- its free form, the possibilities for interpreting 
one's surroundings. These are supplemented with examples of all kinds of art from 
the ancient Chinese to Calder and Henry Moore. Then comes doing it for oneself and 
the process is simple and logical. With elementary materials- pipe cleaners for a 
horse and-its movements, clay for a simple head, constructions done with odd bits 
around the house, wire and metal for mobiles- one can begin anywhere and basic ins- 
tructions are clear and step-by-step. An excellent book to engender a feeling for 
art as a personal, interpretive matter and, with notes on the many pictures, an art 
book in itself. (Publ. LC:56-10693) 


First Books | Franklin Watts. 
Publ. $1.95 


Chrystie, Frances N.- THE FIRST BOOK OF SURPRISING FACTS- There is a nice 


‘melange here of about a hundred and twenty odd bits of information from the worlds 


of plants and animals, people and their customs and physical science. Material ranges 
in variety and length- from the brief statement that a hippopotamus' sweat is red 

when he is scared, to slightly longer anecdotes, for instance about the "vocal chords” 
of insects. Kids ought to have fun with this. With animated drawings by Don Phillips, 
it's a refined version of Ripley's Believe-it-or-Not. But there are a couple of dis- 
crepancies we must mention: on the page discussing scallops and flounders, sea horses 
are pictured; and archery, at one point, is referred to as a “weapon” instead of an 
activity. These are isolated instances, perhaps too small to be noticed, but they 
should have been easy enough to correct. (LC:56-5850) 


Buckley, Peter Around the World Today Book- Franklin Watts. 
JAN OF HOLLAND $3.50 


* Keeping up the excellent standards he set for himself as a documentary 
producer with his first picture books Cesare of Italy and Luis of Spain, here is 
another story about a Dutch boy living and growing today. In the certain segment of 
his life presented to us, we learn about foreign ways from their most interesting 
angle, the personal one. Over the three year period of this story, Jan grows from a 
boy of eight to a young man of eleven with firm ambitions to be a farmer. Coming as 
he does from a fishing family of Urk in IJssel Lake (formerly the Zuider Zee) the 
break away from the sea as a way of life temporarily earns him the disapproval of his 
neighbors. But Jan and his decision to be a landsman form an excelient point of 
departure not only for a tour of the daily rounds of Dutch village life but for an 
explanation of Holland itself as a land whose struggle against the sea produced such 
marvels as the dikes across IJssel Lake and the Zeeland peninsulas and the reclaiming 
of polders from the sea to make new homes for future farmers. Technical, social and 
personal detail are combined to make an absorbing narrative. Illustrated with Mr. 
Buckley's photographs it is the nearest thing between hard covers to a fine documen- 
tary movie. (10/19.LC:56-7436) 
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Lambert, Janet Dutton 
FLY AWAY, CINDA! $2.75 


Continuing the life of Cinda Hollister (see Cinda, 1954 p. 201), these episodes a] 


take her through a Christmas season of emotional adventures. First there is the aura of 
the approaching holidays, family preparations, her older brother and the friend he is 
going to bring home from Princeton and so forth. But these combine with more local social 
problems as two boys at high school become Cinda's problems. First there is Page, flashy, 
the driver of a yellow convertible and the son of a rich man who wants to show his afflu- 
ence through his boy. Then there is quiet, sullen Paul Banning. When Cinda gets him to 
talk, out comes the background of a miserly home in which Mr. Banning has spent every cent 
on himself and made Paul feel unwanted and overworked. The lines are a bit broadly drawn 
here; one could hardly miss the point. But Miss Lambert's writing continues full of the 
fluffy, tinsellated and starry eyed observations about life which girls who wish they were 
like Cinda will enjoy. (10/4.LC:56-8313) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Hiser, Iona Abelard -Schuman 
DESERT DRAMA $3.00 


An inviting and informal introduction to the plants, animals and climate of the 
desert areas of our southwestern states comes from Mrs. Hiser in a narrative that combines 
fact and anecdote in friendly, informative ways. Preliminary notes on the desert's general 
characteristics set the stage for her "drama". Through chapters on cacti, the snakes, 
lizards and insects and the mammals which make their homes there, it is played out with 
animation and suspense. Well placed photographs and drawings help tell about the queer 
forms of cactus- prickly pear, jumping cholla, saguaro and the rest. We learn that taran- 
tulas are not as poisonous as we thought, and of the delicate and precise workmanship of 
the trap door spider. We learn, too, of the desert's horrors- the shrike, the paralyzing 
digger wasp and the deadlier variety of scorpion. And usually, the information is punctu- 
ated with an illustrative story:- the time the author's sons caught a horned toad;a serious 
scorpion bite and its cure- incidents that ground the facts and make their setting real. A 
competent job for any age level where the Disney nature film has sparked the interest. In 
reverse this book might create its own interest. (10/26.LC:56-8679) 


Raisz, Erwin Abelard-Schuman 
MAPPING THE WORLD $3.00 


* This competent, complete survey provides an excellent beginner's introduction to 
the fascinating history and science of cartography. From the time when a drawing in the 
sand sufficed to send Beshan's son Ahab successfully across the desert to Trading Bay, Mr. 
Raisz contends that the mapping instinct was always strong in man and developed to a high 
degree of efficiency where there was a greater need for it. From there, he charts the de- 
velopment of the science, the helpful principles of parallels and meridians, latitudes and 
longitudes, as they were used by the Greeks Eratosthenes and Posidinus and by Ptolemy whose 
mistake of making the world smaller led to some famous future navigational errors. Through 
Columbus‘ day, when opinion was divided as to the world's flatness or roundness, to the 
masterful Dutch cartographers of the 16th and 17th centuries and on up to modern day methods 
and procedures- including aerial photography- the material presented should satisfy many a 
curiosity. Not easy reading, but a book to get one's teeth into. Illustrated with repro- 
ductions and drawings by the author. (11/15.LC:56-5199) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Bridge, Ann Macmillan 
THE LIGHTHEARTED QUEST $3.75 


This pleasant going cloak and dagger story is femininely styled and set in the 
lush background of Tangier. Julia Prebyn, deceptively frivolous in appearance, is search- 
ing for a lost cousin now heir to an English estate. The hunt takes her through a beguiling 
set of circumstances, not without tourist appeal, and with its good craftsmanship the novel 
should as adventure in a modern setting with no particular strain on the grey matter. (Full 
report on p. 764. 11/20.LC:56-13498) 
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West, Rebecca Viking 


THE FOUNTAIN OVERFLOWS $5.00 


The first novel from Rebecca West in twenty years is a sophisticated sort of 
Sanger's Circus tale as she creates the Aubrey family in a shabby London house. Char- 
acters range in brilliance and variety from the father whose gifts for journalism and 
pamphleteering do not offset his gambling and irresponsibility to lovable small Richard 
Quin, who soothes the tempestuous family. Each step they take is an acknowledgement 
of failure but through it all they maintain unbroken pride, a sense of backing the 
right and an acceptance of the place of art in daily living that lift. them above the 
common herd. Not always easy reading, but rewarding as the author's sparkle redeems 
the erratic progress of her tale. (Full report on p. 533.12/10. LC:56-10406) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Relisted for Young Adults’ Non-fiction from 12 - 16 Section: 


Raisz, Erwin- MAPPING THE WORLD Abelard-Schuman 


Hughes, Langston & Crown 
Meltzer, Milton A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF THE NEGRO IN AMERICA $5.95 


A straightforward text and 1000 illustrations from prints, engravings, wood- 
cuts and photographs covers the Negro in the United States from pre-revolutionary days 
to the present. Highlighting important events in social and economic history and the 
people behind the events, the writing shows us the theme of slavery versus equality 
stretching from the country's early days to the new. Clear historical perspective on 
an easy reading level. (Full report on p. 769 .10/?. LC :56-10232 ) | 


Romulo, Carlos P. & Gray, Marvin M. John Day 
THE MAGSAYSAY STORY $4.50 


As an exuberant biography of an appealing figure, a man who had to struggle 
against an unprivileged background and who did it successfully while still young, this 
should have its young adult audience. For Ramon Magsaysay was a village boy whose 
parents could offer him only the barest opprotunities for education, yet his enthu- 
siasm for work and for people was marked from boyhood on. He did manage to go to the 
university in Manila, to become a mechanic and a successful one. He was happily 
married, free of debt and hopeful of his future as branch manager of a motor concern, 
when circumstances opened another road of life. He became a guerrilla leader during 
the war with Japan and emerged a member of Congress from his own hometown district 
after the war. His rise thereafter was quick, but that of a good man who knew he had 
a job to do; and his path to the presidency contains something akin to the magic of 
knight-errantry- and a very real picture of what Asia means for us today. (Full report 
on p. 777- 11/23. LC:56-11935) 


Hahn, Emily Doubleday 


DIAMOND $3.95 


South Africa and the men and companies who have profited there are all part 
of the story of this "very interesting mineral", as it covers treasure hunting and 
creates a vivid picture of the changes through the years. From the first find of a 
pretty pebble to the days of the Rhodes and the de Beers, there is violence and 
smuggling, the tricky business of cutting, as well as an appreciation of the diamond 
itself, its values, freaks and uses in science. A satisfying account. (Fall report on 


p- 670. 11/1. LC:56-9394 ) 


Clive, Mary St. Martin's Press 
CHRISTMAS WITH THE SAVAGES $3.00 


Lady Mary Clive's memoir of a small girl's stay in a large Edwardian household 
is a lively account of a lavish time, recorded with the disconcerting to devastating can- 
dor of the young visitor. Evelyn, an only child, spends the holiday with Lady Tamerlane 
and her three sets of grandchildren and the bustle of the full house- with Grandfather, 
aunts and uncles and swarms of youngsters- is prodigally pleasing. Line decorations by 
Philip Gough. (Full report on p. 727. 11/5) 
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Moran, Eugene & Reid, Louis Scribner 
TUGBOAT: The Moran Story $6.00 


The life and times of the harbor-puffers takes in a wide amount of territory 4 
from hauls on inland waters to Normandy landings and Pacific operations. The story is 
also of the Morans, from Michael, the author's father, down to the third generation now 
handling the business. From sail to steam and diesel, this is a varied coverage, especial- 
ly of the Port of New York in all its complex traffic. For a special marine audience who 
will appreciate it. Photos. (Full report on p. 623. 10/31.1C:56-10205) 


Villiers, Alan Scribner 
POSTED MISSING $4.75 


Here are disasters to vessels, all recent, all surrounded with mystery. They 
have left European ports in perfect trim, with veteran crews, and suddenly vanished in 
storm and ice. As data is taken on them from various files and sources we are left with 
the puzzlers- what eerie fate overcame them? what good did the safety devices do? Another 
facet of armchair seafaring and an evident concern-to which the recent sea disasters point. 
(Full report on p. 665. 10/31.LC:56-9473) 


Brown, John Mason & L.H.J. Editors- Eds. Simon & Schuster 
THE LADIES' HOME JOURNAL TREASURY $7.50 Pre-publ. $6.50 


A bountiful volume drawing from the complete files of the Journal since 1883 of- 
fers stories, articles, and poems along with an introduction by Mr. Brown and a picture 
section of covers, ads and fashions. G. B. Stern, Rumer Godden, Jesse Stuart, Margaret 
Mead- these and their writings gear the quality of the whole and there is range in the 
fifty year span for pieces and pictures of sociological significance. A natural for a full 
scale sale. (Full report on p. 728. 11/12. LC:56-9921) 


PARENTS & TEACHERS 7 


Karelitz, Samuel, M.D. Simon & Schuster 
WHEN YOUR CHILD IS ILL $3.95 


An extensive compendium of childhood illness and disease, this should be of last- 
ing value to parents especially in those instances before and after the arrival of the 
family doctor. Causes, symptoms and methods, general diseases, respiratory diseases, the 
nervous diseases, etc.- these are the headings under which the specific topics are discussed. 
Each explanation is satisfyingly extensive and the book should be a good household item. 
Glossary. (Full report on p. 669. 10/?.LC:56-9920) 


Schreiber, Flora Rheta Putnam 
YOUR CHILD'S SPEECH $3.75 


A Practical Guide For Parents For the First Five Years traces the expected de- 
velopment from infant cries to first sentences along with typical advances and achievements. 
There are indications of ways to help and the warning that speech defects (most of which are 
mental or emotional) should not be overlooked or delayed. A good survey for the layman and 
for home application. (Full report on p. 771. 11/9.LC:56-10245 ) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

707 (J-241) Reidman, Sarah R.- OUR HORMONES AND HOW THEY WORK- from 10/26 to 11/12. 
(Abelard-Schuman ) 

709 (J-243) Street, James- CAPTAIN LITTLE AX- from 10/24 to 10/31. (Lippincott ) 

712 (J-246) Wilson, Charles H.- A TEACHER IS A PERSON- from $3.95 to $3.75 (Holt) 

759 (J-261) Burnett, Whit- £d.- ANIMAL SPIRITS- from 11/7 to 12/5. (Lippincott) & 
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Seasonal Lag 


Time to take stock of the books you've already ordered as late November and early 
December publications slack off, both in quantity and quality. The Prescott SON OF 
DUST (Macmillan) is perhaps the only one reviewed here that stands above average 
level, and that is definitely keyed to a somewhat intellectual audience where schol- 
arship outweighs pace of story. Check the calendar with care; you'll find the high- 
Lights. of November for your reconsideration. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 
November 8 


Wilder, Thornton Criterion 
A THORNTON WILDER TRIO $3.95 


Malcom Cowley has re-evaluated Wilder's work in his Introduction to this 
reissue of The Cabala, The Woman of Andros (both out of print for some time) and 
Wilder's best known work The Bridge of San Luis Rey. Wilder's popularity has grown 
with the success of his plays, Our Town and The Skin of Our Teeth, and it is high 
time that his earlier works (his first novel dates back thirty years) again avail- 
able, not only for students who accept his place in the American scene, but for a 
general public. 


November 1+" 


Youd, Samuel Harper 
THE OPPORTUNIST $2.95 


This might almost be compared to The Bad Seed though the psychological 
implications are not so devastatingly far reaching. For here we have two stories 
told in counterpoint, as Frank Bates, board member, happily married, rich, and giving 
an impression of being happy and secure, plans to go back to Holly Ash, the town 
where he had grown up in humble surroundings, there to show himself as the big shot 
in the locale factory management. But as his plans mature, he lives again his child- 
hood and growing years, dominated by the companionship of children in a closely knit, 
well-to-do family. There was John, whose leadership was unquestioned; there were the 
twins, Patrick and Patricia, closest to his age, nearest in the pattern of their 
lives; there was Diana, too young to matter. And three of the four presented a chal- 
lenge to Frank - a challenge met cold bloodedly, with a detachment that kept him free 
of a sense of guilt that would have prostrated an ordinary youth. His freedom from 
the thrall of hatred and jealousy and envy achieved, Frank went his way, the door of 
the past closed until opportunity came for this return. Only then did he find that 
the chains were still there.... It is a horror ridden story, told on a level of matter 
of factness that in the end result makes "the opportunist” the embodiment of evil in 
man. (LC:56-11106) 
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November 15 


Bradford, Ruby L. Bouregy & Curl 
TOMORROW'S PROMISE $2.50 ¢ 


Jean, secretary to Dan Hampton and in love with his son, Bob, collaborates with 
Bob to protect Dan (his heart is bad) from the knowledge that his brother Jeff is angling 
for his business and his home. Jeff's sinister intentions become more suspicious when 
Bob has an accident, is later knocked out by sleeping pills- and Jean's kidnapping supplies 
the proof which polishes off the case against Jeff.... Busy in this backwater, but you'll 
be able to keep abreast. 


Rush, Ann Bouregy & Curl 
FLORIDA NURSE $2.50 


This - as it gets into its swing- promises a new twist to an old tale, as Dee 
O'Mara confronts the special problems that her first district nursing job presented. 
This was no luxury job. Innahawsee was a crude inland, vegetable growing community, and 
her work would be among migrant workers, Puerto Ricans and poor whites. There were three 
main stations, and she met rebuffs at two- and won her chance at the third and worst. What 
she ran into- how she coped with not only the immediate issues but the bitter enmity be- 
tween two of the three growers-how gradually the challenge of both the human problems and 
the hurdles nature imposed, came to be her own makes an interesting frame for the story. 
Of course it degenerates into the eternal man meets girl pattern, and all comes out well 
enough on two levels of romantic interest before the end. 


Wesley, Elizabeth Kouregy & Curl 
FREE-LANCE PHOTOGRAPHER $2.50 


Sharon James, putting herself through college with her camera, becomes an imp- 7 
ortant figure in a local kidnapping when a revealing negative is stolen from her dark room. 
In between fashion jobs, Sharon carries on an independent investigation, and while the child 
is returned, Sharon is captured by the criminal. Steve, a young police officer, saves her 
and she will coordinate marriage and her career... Fully exposed and unretouched. 


November 16 


Manning, Olivia Abelard -Schuman 
THE DOVES OF VENUS $3.50 


-++eein their pursuit of love are Ellie Parsons, an eager eighteen up in London 
for the first time, and Petta, purposeless and unreliable as her beauty fades, her youth 
passes. Together they have in common- or do not have in common- Quintin Bellot, Petta's 
husband, a ladies' man of considerable charm and no heart, whose "little affair" with 
Ellie is brushed off quickly. "No longer a girl with everything to hope for, but a young 
woman with something to lose", Ellie becomes increasingly insecure; her job, at a studio 
secured originally for her by Quintin, is ended, and there are weeks in which she finds 
herself penniless and loveless before a new young man offers her marriage. Petta, drift- 
ing off into another affair, again makes a halfhearted attempt to take her life and Quintin 
is undeservedly rewarded by a large inheritance.... Olivia Manning writes well, and some- 
times wickedly as she moves through various spheres from extreme poverty to extreme wealth; 
but with the exception of Ellie- in the absolutism of her youth, the characters who cross 
oF are dilettantes and the diffidence of their lives will dim your interest. (LC: 2 
56-1132 
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November 20 


Prescott, H. F. M. Macmillan 
SON OF DUST $3.75 


Closer to The Unhurrying Chase than to The Man on a Donkey as young Fulcun 
Geroy, bastard of Montgaudri, battles his conscience - as did Yves - until he could 
bring into focus his love and his conviction of sin. For Fulcun loved the wife of 
another man, and thought to have killed him twice to free her. But Mauger of 
Fervacques seemed invulnerable and Alde, his wife, though her whole heart and soul 
were Fulcun's, found that she could not stay with him knowing her lord was alive. 
It is a tale not only of guilty love, but of llth century struggles between suzerain- 
ties in and around Normandy. There is violence and hate and indifference to life - 
there are standards of the Middle Ages that belie the days of chivalry - there is a 
vivid sense of the life of the castles, the place of women, the loyalties and enmities 
between families. At one point, Fulcun, convinced almost wholly that his soul belongs 
to God, turns to the church, and under the quiet tutelage of Abbot Osbern finds re- 
lative peace of mind until - once again- he hears that Alde, now widowed, has need of 
him, so he returns to what is left of his fief Caharel, and there rebuilds the ruined 
building, all that remained, reclaimed some of his fields, worked as a laborer- and 
looked like one, and waited for Alde to come to him. Even then, there was bitter 
struggle before they accepted the fact that God was Love and they claimed the right 
to be together. Not easy reading, but there is reward in the rounded picture of an 
era and a way of life. (LC:56-13338) : 


POLICE DOCKET, SKY ROCKET, HI-POCKET 
November 15 


Homer, Dale Bouregy & Curl 
THE TRAIL FROM TEXAS $2.50 


Lou Ross, to avert ruin for a group of Texas ranchers, heads a band to drive 
a herd north- for sale- and faces the resistance of Keller, at the start and once 
under way. There is also the open opposition of Matt Colbert- a dangerous guerrilla, 
of Indians, and of apprehensive cattleman at the border but Lou leads his men- and 
cattle- sturdily, steadily on to Virginia City. Familiar. 


Linklater, Joseph Bouregy & Curl 
ODD WOMAN OUT $2.50 


Slick sleuth Silas Booth, his brash and bristling Daisy, and his ambling 
assistant Gus, take over the deadings connected with elections for city council in 
Lindora, near L. A. Three candidates are involved in two murders; so are three, 
then four women; Lt. Musset of Homicide gets pretty mad at Booth; and the necessity 
of smudging against frost for orange groves turns up the wanted killer. Ho - also - hun. 


Van Lhin, Eric Bouregy & Curl 
POLICE YOUR PLANET $2.50 


Out on Mars things are in an awful way and deportee Bruce Gordon, under 
threat of permanent exile if he does not cooperate with Earth Security, gets right 
in the unpleasant thick of graft, murder, fights. He becomes a policeman for the 
corrupt administration but about faces to join with a new establishment of law and 
order. It may come as a great shock to you - but this is pretty dreadful. 
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November 28 


Creasey, John Harper 
THE GELIGNITE GANG $2.95 





Roger West, of the Yard, goes after organized crime when the 17th successful 
department store robbery results in the murder of a night watchman. Linked by safe 
blowing with plastic gelignite, by the harassing of Sir Gerald Sarkey's chain of stores 
and by the tie in with a restaurant, West's attempts to block a killer's game begin to 
work out, he thwarts a kidnapping and smashes the gang. Pressurized. (LC:56-11099) 


December 5 


Barns, Glenn M. Lippincott 
MURDER IS INSANE $2.75 


-»- and the irrational to criminal conduct of both personnel and patients at a 
state asylum confuse Jonathan Marks, private detective hired to protect its superintendent. 
With a disappearance developing into a double murder, Marks' own suspicions of the killer's 
identity has no corroboration from the police, and the final rendezvous is a reversal for 
all concerned.... Derivative school but active styling. (LC:56-10816) 


N ON .e Pf ee a4 ee 
A DARK HORSE 
October 29 


Keller, Werner Morrow 
THE BIBLE AS HISTORY $5.95 eS 


* Subtitled A Confirmation of the Book of Books, this adds a new chapter to the 
material now available on the findings of archaeology by approaching the subject with a 
specific purpose - to determine whether modern discoveries have substantiated history as 
presented in the Old and New Testaments. It's exciting reading as stories familiar since 
childhood take on stature with the visible evidence that has been unearthed. Much that 
seemed symbolical or mythological is proved factual:- Abraham was driven forth with his 
wife and household - an echo of the older Sinuhe story of Egypt; Joseph did hold a post of 
confidence in Egypt, but under the Hyksos' rule; the silence in Egyptian and Israelite 
history has been broken with the translation of the obscure Hittite records; sites of cities 
and their identity have been determined; Moses, his birth, his rearing, the plagues of 
Egypt, the escape of the enslaved children of Israel, even the "miracle of the sea" find 
credible explanation. The Sinai tablets afford proof that these were not merely an ignorant, 
nomadic people, but literate, and the beginnings of the timeless story of faith in the One 
God take on authority. With the approach to Canaan, the postponement of attack while an- 
other generation grew up, sojourning as herdsmen in the Negeb, planning for an integrated 
community, passing the tests of their ethical principles, all make more sense. Conquest- 
settlement- a break with the nomadic past around 1230 BC and then a period of unrest and 
wars, while David advances Israel's frontiers, and a loose federation becomes a nation- all 
this is proved by concrete records and evidence. Solomon in all his glory is rooted in a 
framework of fact, and the Queen of Sheba's Marib really existed. The daily life of the 
times, far in advance of the people elsewhere, becomes visible. Then- through their own 
feuds- the Israelites split into two nations, and evidence of subsequent conquest and de- 
portation is recorded in Assyrian chronicles and elsewhere. The successive findings of 
foundations, tombs, writings makes reading this as good as a detective story- and the civi- 
lization of the Babylonians, the period from exile to the Maccabees is absorbing. With the ~ 
coming of the Persians, return to Jerusalem became a reality - and eventually the Romans 
entered as conquerors.... The "digging up of the New Testament” is more a matter of 
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exploring the architectural reconstruction of the environment of the few brief years 
accounted for in the Gospels, the Acts and the Epistles. Some false evidence (Cham- 
berlain's- that the "father" of Jesus was non-Semitic, for instance) is examined and 
disproved; some of the accepted legends are given basis, such as the Star of Bethlehem 
and the coming of the Wise Men; the identity of the place where the Holy Family took ° 
refuge in Egypt is established; and contemporary- or nearly contemporary- historical 
records are given to attest the reliability of the Gospel account of events. With 

70 AD and the destruction of Jerusalem the end of Israel's existence in Palestine 
seems to come. Further chapters explore the creation story, and an interesting 
summary of the use made of Biblical data in rebuilding Palestine today and the 
importance of the Dead Sea Scrolls brings the whole down to the moment.... From 

an immense success in Germany, this comes in translation by William Neil, and should 
find a wide market, well beyond the religious book market, in this country. The 
illustrations are photographs of archaeological findings. (LC: 56-1140) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 


November 8 


Burman, Ben Lucien Viking-Reynal 
IT'S A BIG COUNTRY $4.00 


Taking in "America off the Highway", Ben Lucien Berman ties together a 
sheaf of sketches with intriguing encounters with old Uncle Anse, a trailer-travel- 
ing man whcse choral comments lead to the episodes. Traveling in people, as he puts 
it, the author finds off beaten path color riding the Wild Missouri with the river- 
men, witnessing Cumberland justice or a fox race in the hills, encountering gris 
gris in the bayou country and Seminole court procedures in the Everglades, sailing 
with the shrimp fleet. With an ear for a good story and an eye for the aura of an 
area and a life-way, he generally evokes an atmosphere that is highly satisfactory, 
but some of the sketches lack this quality. Altogether easy loping. (LC: 56-11067) 


November 14 


Stewart, Maxwell S.-/d. Harper 
PROBLEMS OF FAMILY LIFE AND HOW TO MEET THEM $3.00 


A collection of articles which appeared separately as Public Affairs Pamph- 
lets brings together under one cover advice from a dozen authorities on the many as- 
pects of home life that most married people, young and old, have found taxing at one 
time or another. Topics discussed range from romantic ideals to adoption to the role 
of mothers-in-law and the pointers for the most part are clear and sound. They in- 
clude, generally, the sign posts of emotional maturity that lead to tranquil, rich 
lives and among the specific principles are that birth control and planned parent- 
hood can mean happier children,that quarrelling constructively is better than swal- 
lowing resentment, that husbands helping in the house make outside work easier for 
wives who want and/or need to, as well as turn marriage into more of a partnership 
and so forth. Marrying outside one's religion, problem children, divorce, retire- 
ment and old age also come in for sensible consideration. A good over-all roundup 
for people who are concerned with human understanding. However, the role of a hus- 
band as a father comes in for far less scrutiny than a woman's as wife and mother. 


(LC: 56-9088) 
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November 20 


Bell, Daniel Beacon 
WORK AND ITS DISCONTENTS $1.25 


In this slim but strong volume Daniel Bell, Labor Editor of Fortune Magazine, 
presents the thinking world with yet another aspect of the cyclical man versus machine 
struggle in a product minded society. His essay, cogent and well thought out, is sub- 
titled The Cult of Efficiency in America and emphasizes this aspect of the problem rather 
than the broader complex of social and economic factors which brought it about. Classi- 
fying the American archtype of today as the factory worker set upon by the most unpleasant 
aspects of time, Mr. Bell begins his thesis historically, with references to the influences 
Bentham and utilitarian rationality and the work movement studies of Taylor and Gilbreth 
have had on the modern factory. Going next to the working conditions themselves, now s0 
dehumanized, he examines the validity of a "one best way to work", indicates that the 
factory has become the social psychologist's province and proceeds to show that much of 
his talk about "human relations", worker-management communication and so forth is, nonsense. 
From the factory then, to the worker himself, the next step examines personal work motives 
and puts them on realistic bases (the urge to have goods) and states that the means to gain 
goods have long ceased to give the spiritual sustenance necessary. for their true enjoyment; 
the run on hobbies means a loss of satisfaction in work. But it also means utopia may be 
around the corner. With automation and the results in working time, population shifts and 
the need to think of the factory in terms of the whole rather than production units, which 
it will bring, there is the chance that a new morality may arise. We are left to imagine 
what it may consist of, but the stimulus is a provocative one. (LC: 56-11982) 





November 23 


Pei, Mario Devin-Adair a 
LANGUAGE FOR EVERYBODY $5.00 


The parts of our speech which form our most complete means of communication are 
once again explained here in a general introduction to language which covers not only its 
forms and formation, but also its history, distribution, cultural significance and prac- 
tical usage. So that, for the general reader, this is a basic book on a basic subject. 
Language in our daily life should have the widest currency, and the shifts in approach, 
the geography of the English language as well as others, dialects and slang are explained. 
So are language sounds, forms, accents and intonation; the development of language, the 
influences of migration and colonialism, the cycles and zones; the sociological implica- 
tions of language and its bearing on cultures and national destinies; language affilia- 
tions throughout the world; and practical language hints in learning foreign tongues, as 
well as improving your own.... A predictable, popular audience here. (LC: 56-8127) 

















November ??7 





Carmer, Carl Crown 
CAVALCADE OF AMERICA $4.95 


Based on the broadcast of "The Cavalcade of America" program, recalling "The 
Deeds and Achievements of the Men and Women Who Made Our Country Great", this covers 
much well known territory and some less well known. The routine is a combination of 
biography and dramatic episode in the person's life - John Q. Adams fighting the gag 
rule, Clara Barton demanding her ten wagons for Fredericksburg in a career that ended 
as head of the American Red Cross, Abe Lincoln early and late, etc...Some of the lesser << 
known names contained are James Eads, engineer, Hiram Sibley, telegraph organizer. The 
sentimental and sketchy quality of these pieces add up to an approach that seems to 

place them firmly in the younger reader market. The fact that the book is being pub- 

lished jointly with Lothrop, Lee and Shepard indicates an expected readership there 


but an older, easy-reader market may also respond. 500 illustrations, 100 in full 
color. (LC: 56-11377) 
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Ainslie, Capt. Kenneth Norton 
PACIFIC ORDEAL $3.75 


* A Panama-Manila voyage that was offered to Captain Ainslie as holiday pros- 
pect and turned to grim and grievous labor in reality is accounted for here by the 
man in command. Captain Ainslie tells the story of trial by water journey in a way 
that brings close the danger, the fierceness, the long agony of a star crossed voy- 
age across the Pacific. Expecting ease, he came to take over his 900 ton tug the 
Wallace R. Gray - and found her laden by four mine sweepers which she was to tow, 
and manned by a raw, unhomogeneous crew. The hurdles on the voyage were many, each 
harder. There were the crew-gatherings in seaports, the grim business of catching 
the minesweepers which broke away, the amateur amputation required to save a life, 
the engine difficulties, the oil shortage which frightened the crew to plan armed 
mutiny, the decision to drop the minesweepers in an attempt to make land at all 
while oil lasted, the fatal phosphorescence poisoning from a red schnapper dinner 
which killed some men and incapacitated all for a time, the Navy air search for the 
minesweepers - with three men aboard- when they could not be found upon return to 
pick them up (the estimate of drift time was correct but direction was not)...The 
terrible voyage ended, two mine sweepers and the man salvaged, the Gray was over- 
hauled and renamed. Despite all, the captain had a fondness for her and for the 
men with whom he had wrestled on the dark journey. The solitary anguish of the 
man in charge in cruel circumstances reaches the reader through these hard-fact 
pages. An agonizing epic. (LC: 56-13103) 


Too Late 


Brooks, Myra J. & Barrows 
Roche, Mary Alice & John P. $10.00 
THE MAGIC WORLD OF FLOWER ARRANGING 


The text and photographs are inseparable in consideration of this super-de- 
luxe book for the growing number of people interested in flower arrangements as ex- 
hibits. While the focus is on the application of ideas to flower shows, this should 
be of value and interest for florists, for shopowners where flower arrangements pro- 
vide a needed window accent or decorative note, and- to a lesser extent- home owners. 
I say this specifically, for the concepts are much more sophisticated and more elabor- 
ate in carrying out than would be suitable for the average room. Hallways- perhaps - 
but not living rooms. In an introductory section stress is laid on the unity of a 
flower show, the importance of the basic schedule, the general theme, the follow- 
through in each class. And the book carries out these precepts by specific examples. 
Throughout there are hints on use of sources of information, on techniques for acquir- 
ing effects, on relation of material to space, on intrinsic beauty in the choice of a 
container, on starting a collection of things that could be used as accessories. The 
specific arrangements discussed afford wide variety:- Relation of materials to nature, 
treasures of the earth, the Grand Tour, Heirlooms, Our American Heritage, the Arts, 
Garden Jewels, the Machine Age, Shadow, Reflection, etc., etc. Provocative, imagina- 
tive, unusual- these should give exhibitors a new perspective on flower arranging. 


(10/24. LC: 56-9719) 


Rand, Austin L. E, P. Dutton 
AMERICAN WATER AND GAME BIRDS $11.50 


* A beautiful book from the Curator of Zoology at the Chicago Natural History 
Museum and the author of Stray Feathers from a Bird Man's Desk, New Guinea Expedition 
and other volumes, this will inform and delight the growing number of bird watchers and 
fanciers among us. In his introductory material Dr. Rand ranges over the famous con- 
gregating places of the birds- the Carolina coast, the inlets of the Delaware and 
Chesapeake Bays where the waterfowl come, New England's sea bird colonies, the 
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Mississippi delta, the Farallon Islands off San Francisco. Calling attention to the fact 
that bird watching is among the simplest and most available of pleasures wherever you are, 
he makes this doubly clear in his descriptions of the birds in their home or migratory 
grounds, accounts which denote a scientist's sharp yet gentle eye. Following this the bulk 
of the remaining long and full text deals with the birds themselves- 35 in number and the 
many special varieties of each. Material here is divided into a general account of the 
species with sub-sections describing the varieties. To illustrate the volume there is a 
most marvelous collection of black and white and glistening color photographs, a product 
of the skill and patience of many people, Allan and Helen Cruickshank, Eliot Porter,°y La 
Tour, Torrey Jackson and Eric Hosking among them. Silhouettes by Ugo Mochi decorate the 
chapter headings. (10/17. LC: 56-8246) 


Smith, Elinor Goulding Harcourt, Brace 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF ABSOLUTELY PERFECT HOUSEKEEPING $2.50 


Taking off with a cheer and a leer where other soberer works stop, this flies 
high to madcap the monotony attendant on daily chores. Here, among the absolutes of house- 
wifewomanship, you will learn how to get rid of compulsions and primitive beliefs, and to 
master evil manias that may beset you about washing and ironing, bedmaking, shopping and 
cooking; you will also be destroyed by the instructions for painting and wallpapering, 
gardening and vacuum cleaning; you will become a positive menace by following the program 
for home repairs and a free soul when you digest the facts about bureau drawers. There is 
even guidance on children - and getting the right husband to start this whole process. 
This quite often funny discourse on ars domestica is saucily illustrated by Roy Doty and 
has won an audience in Ladies’ Home Journal. A good gift and bread and butter deal. 
(10/29. LC: 56-11299) 





Huxley, Julian & Vanguard 
Suschitzky, W. KINGDOM OF THE BEASTS $12.50 
* As scientist and /itterateur, Huxley has given us a text about the mammals un- 
matched for its combination of information and the wit with which it is imparted; as a = 


skilled and gentle spirited photographer, Mr. Suschitzky has provided us with over 158 
perfect plates to go with that text. Perhaps this is all that needs to be said about the 
book. But to elaborate, and with pleasure, the plan of the volume is a conventional one 
with text, plates and notes on the plates as was Bourliere's The Natural History of Mammals, 
to which Huxley pays tribute. In all three sections, plus an essay by Mr. Suschitzky on 
the art of photographing animals, we find about the most natural and enjoyable introduction 
to beasts possible. For Huxley's mind is attuned not only to the distinguishing traits of 
the different classes- from the asymmetry of cetaceal skulls to the built in grindstones 

of the herbivores- and the marvelour degree to which they have adapted to special needs 
(in this even the hyena is beautiful), but to the attitudes with which humans view these 
lower orders. This double sight has produced an essay which rouses both our wonder and 

our pleasure. For animal lovers of any and all degree who, if they can't afford a copy, 
will want to borrow or receive one as a gift. There are three color plates and the 
monochromes have been excellently reproduced. (Publ. ) 
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